Petal Pre-K
Partners

The Coleman Center is proud to

partner with and support:

Asbury Play School
Carterville Christian School
L. C. Learning Academy
Mimi’s Playhouse
Oasis Training Center
PRVO’s C.H. Johnson Head Start
Petal Excel By 5
Petal Family YMCA
Petal Primary Pre-K
Petal Primary Pre-K SpEd
Petal Primary Pre-K Blended
Play-School Child Care Center

4 In-Home Childcare Providers

Our Mission is to serve
all families & children in
the Petal School District
in locating, accessing and
navigating resources spe-
cific to each family’s
physical, emotional and/
or educational needs in
order to ensure the well-
being of the family & chil-
dren, resulting in suc-
cessful school and life
experiences.

The mission of the Center for Families & Children is to serve all families and children in the Petal
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A Peek Into Our
Preschool
Partnerships

We hold quarterly partnership meetings
with our partners which basically serve the
same purpose as our collaborative PLCs.
We offer the same opportunities to our
partners as we do to our collaborative.
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Transitions from
Birth to Four Years Old

Transitioning from
Pre-K to Kindergarten

Petal Early Learning
Collaborative

The Petal School District and The Cole-
man Center believe that learning begins
at birth and that parents are their child’s
first teachers. Parents can join the Par-
ents as Teachers Program, a free home
visiting program whereby parents and
child meet with a certified parent educa-
tor to discuss child development, devel-
opmental skills and milestones, behav-
iors and health related concerns. These
monthly visits are primarily for children
ages newborn to 3 years whose families
reside in Petal.

For children who are identified with learn-
ing or developmental delays, the Petal
School District partners with First Steps
(a program of the Mississippi Dept of
Health). This program offers compre-
hensive evaluation and therapy for a
child age birth to 3 years either in the
home, in a child care center or at The
Coleman Center.

Another way for families with preschool
age children to engage is in a weekly
Playshop. The goal of Playshop is to
build a “family” with those attending while
supporting the developmental skills of
the child and coaching the parenting
Skills of mom and dad. This Tuesday
morning playgroup time (10:00-11:00)
helps to promote a child’s development
through themed activities in literacy and
language, fine and gross motor, intellec-
tual and social emotional activities.

All of our partners, whether it be our early learning
collaborative, our private childcare centers, our at-
home childcare providers or our family YMCA, receive
the following opportunities to ensure a smooth transition
from pre-k to Kindergarten:

I.  Professional Learning Communities
2. Quarterly Partner Meetings

3. Access to Numerous Community-Wide Preschool
Learning Opportunities and Events

4.  Developmental and Health Screenings
5. Referrals for Services
6.  Access to Preschool STEAM Lab and Computer Lab

7. Preschool Assessments such as the STAR, Brigance,
Peabody and ASQ

8. OWL Curriculum and Supplemental Materials
9.  Manipulatives & Tools to Enhance Learning Centers

10.  Up-to-Date and Pertinent Professional Develop-
ment

At the beginning of each school year, a Transition Folder
is started on each pre-k child that will provide informa-
tion to the Primary School about the child such as sample
work, assessment scores and/or developmental/academic
checklists, a photo of the child, a sample of the child’s
handwriting , a sample of their artwork, and a note from
the child’s parent to their child’s future Kindergarten
teacher. We also hold a Kindergarten Readiness Night
Event each year in April. At this event, parents come
with their entering kindergartener for a special evening of
exploring the school, getting a sneak peek at what a kin-
dergarten classroom looks like, and getting questions
answered. All of our preschool partners are there to
support their families and help with this time of transi-
tion. For children who need a little more time adjusting
to going to “big school”, we offer Panther Prep each
June. This is a two week “summer school” for entering
kindergarteners to give both them & their parents a little
more adjustment time.

The Early Learning Collaborative Act
established state pre-K programs, known as
“Early Learning Collaboratives,” or ELCs.
All  collaboratives are overseen by
the Mississippi Department of Education,
even though individual providers may also
have other oversight agencies.

The Petal Early Learning Collaborative was
one of the very first collaboratives in the
state. It consists of three four-year-old class-
rooms at Pearl River Valley Opportunity’s C.
H. Johnson Head Start and one classroom at
Petal Primary School.

The Petal Early Learning Collaborative has
been successful every year, meeting or ex-
ceeding expectations in every area. Our
teachers and assistants are dedicated to
meeting the needs of every child in their
classroom.

Before any successful and collaborative
partnership was formed, a strong,
communicative RELATIONSHIP was
established between our Petal Early
Learning Collaborative (which includes
Head Start), Petal Primary School, the
Petal YMCA, two part-time child care
centers, four full-time childcare cen-
ters and four at-home childcare pro-
viders in Petal.




