
Pursuing Perfection, Expecting Excellence 

 

 

 
“When planning for a year, plant corn. When planning for a decade, plant trees. 

 When planning for life, train and educate people.” 
-Chinese Proverb 

 
Greetings McComb School District Family,  
 
It is with great honor and much delight that I have been chosen to serve as the McComb 
School District’s new superintendent. I am humbled by the opportunity to carry on the 
good work of former superintendents before me who left a strong school district poised 
for future success.  
 
Throughout the history of education, educational leaders have been called upon to 
confront many educational challenges. Those times are upon us. Our current 
challenges require us to deliberately and consistently remove barriers from student 
performance.  In addition, we must revolutionize the learning experiences by meeting 
the needs of 21st Century learning through relevant curriculum and engaging 
instruction.    
 
Although the McComb School District has accomplished much, much work remains 
ahead. As we travel on this journey of continuous improvement, we must have an 
unwavering commitment to excellence in everything that we do.  Please join me on this 
journey.  You are a crucial part of this team and we cannot become excellent without 
you.  “You” mean all of us; school board members, administrators, teachers, staff, 
parents, community members, and of course students. We must maintain high 
standards for all, and be willing to see the big picture, take calculated risk and hold 
ourselves accountable for results.  
 
The future is extremely bright and very promising for the McComb School District.  I look 
forward to articulating the district’s vision of excellence and hearing your concerns and 
ideas for improvement. We have the opportunity for greatness at our doorstep and we 
have the people who possess the will to make the impossible – possible. 
 
Much Success!! 
 
Cederick L. Ellis, Sr., Ph.D.  
Superintendent  
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IMPORTANT DATES  

July 4 MSD offices and programs are closed in observance of Independence Day 
July 1 – 26 McComb Freedom School, Higgins Middle School, 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
July 25  School Registration, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, All Campuses 
July 26 School Registration, 800 am – 12:00 pm, All Campuses 
July 29 – 30 New Teacher Orientation 
August 1 MSD Staff Returns, Education Celebration, 8:00 am, MHS Auditorium 
  Denman Jr. High School, Meet the Teacher, 5:30 pm 
August 1 – 6 Teacher Work Days 
August 6 MSD Staff Health Fair, 7:30 am – 9:00 am, Tiger Activity Complex 
August 7 First Student Day 
August 13 Excel By 5 Coalition Meeting, 10:30 am, Central Park Building 

 

McComb EXCEL by 5 Is a “Certified 

Early Childhood Community” 

 
The City of McComb has met the challenge and completed 
the requirements to earn the designation of “Certified Early 
Childhood Community”; McComb began the two-year 
process in August 2011 with McComb School District serving 
as the lead agency and other organizations such as, The City 
of McComb, The City of Summit, Southwest Regional 
Medical Center, local childcare centers, Headstart, and other 
community agencies and community members.  Excel By 5 
is a community-based certification designed to improve a 
child's overall well-being by age five. The program 
emphasizes the important roles communities play in 
educating their children during their most formative years--
birth to five. Excel By 5 sets forth a variety of standards 
involving parent training, community participation, child care and health to help communities 
focus on supporting young children and their families. The certification process also identifies 
available resources and existing best practices to help Excel by 5 - Early Childhood 
Communities reach the goal that all of their children will be ready to learn when they start school 
at age five.   

 

 

 

July 2 

School Board Work Session  

 

July 16 

School Board Meeting 

 

August 6 

School Board Work Session 

 

August 13 

School Board Meeting 

 

All School Board Meetings 

and worksessions begin at 

5:30 pm. 
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Back to School Registration 

July 25, 2013 - 10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
July 26, 2013 - 8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
All Campuses 
Kennedy Early Childhood Center (PreK – Kindergarten) 
Otken Elementary School (Grades 1 – 3) 
Higgins Middle School (Grades 4 – 6) 
Denman Jr. High School (Grades 7 – 8)  
McComb High School (Grades 9 – 12) 
 
All children must be officially registered for school by a parent or legal guardian, even if they 
attended school in McComb School District last year.  Two current proofs of residency are 
required at registration to verify residency in the McComb School District:  filed Homestead 
Exemption application form, mortgage documents or property deed, apartment or home lease, 
(1) utility bill – (cell phone bills will not be accepted as a utility bill), driver’s license, voter ID, or 
vehicle registration. 
 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
 
Beginning in the 2012-13 school year all 7th graders are required to have an additional 
immunization (TDAP) for school entry. The student will need to present an updated form 121 on 
enrollment. 

 

Weapons law blocked temporarily 

Weapons on school property will still be prohibited, regardless of the outcome of court 
proceedings about the newly amended gun law that allows the open carrying of firearms without 
a permit. On June 28, Hinds County Circuit Court Judge Winston Kidd blocked the July 1 
effective date of House Bill 2 — the newly amended gun law passed by the 2013 Mississippi 
Legislature— until a July 8 hearing. Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood’s petition to the 
Mississippi Supreme Court to lift the ban due to a separation of powers violation was denied. In 
a June 13 opinion, Hood answered questions to clarify the law and its impact on various entities, 
including schools: Under HB 2, can an individual carry a firearm as long as part of the firearm is 
visible? An individual may carry a firearm without violating Section 97-37-1 as long as it is 
not “concealed.” Subsection (4) defines what a concealed weapon is not, and weapons carried 
in a wholly or partially visible sheath, holster, scabbard, or case, even though no 
part of the firearm is visible, are not “concealed” weapons, the carrying of which is prohibited by 
Section 97-37-1. If the answer is yes, does that include carrying openly on educational 
property? No. It would still violate Section 97- 37-17 to carry a firearm on educational property. 
(according to the AG, this answer applies to rifles, shotguns and pistols) 
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McComb School District now has access to the video content at NBC Learn.  This website has 

free access for all staff, students and parents of MSD.  There are 
over 14,000 videos available for learning.  Content included original 
news video going back to 1920’s. 
 
NBC Learn is the educational arm of NBC News, created in 2007 to 
make global resources, historic video archive, and original content 
available to teachers, students, and lifelong learners. NBC Learn is 
made available through a three year gift from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation.  

 

.McComb Freedom School 2013 

This summer, the McComb School District has entered into a partnership with the Children’s 
Defense Fund to bring a Freedom School back to McComb. This school will focus on 100 
children who are finishing grades 3rd ,4th , and 5th grade in the McComb School District. The 
purpose of the CDF/McComb Freedom Summer School is to increase the reading levels of 
students, to increase their self-image, and to expose them to new opportunities. The Freedom 
School will be housed at Higgins Middle School from June 17 to July 26 of 2013. The program 
hours will be from 7:00 to 3:00 each day. Transportation, breakfast and lunch will be provided to 
the students who are a part of the program. 

 

School Uniforms Needed 

Otken Elementary School and Higgins Middle School are seeking donations of school uniforms 
for students in grades 1 thru 6. 
Please donate new and/or slightly used uniform shirts (white, gold, dark green) and uniform 
pants (khaki) for girls and boys. Sizes 4-20 are needed. Clothing can be brought to the school's 
office. 
 
 Denman Jr. High School is also in need of uniform donations  for our students. 
  
All junior miss girl sizes, boys and some adult men size khakis.  All size shirts would be 
appreciated. 

 

McComb High School Hall of Fame 2013 

You are cordially invited to attend the McComb High School (MHS) Hall of Fame Gala 2013, on 
Thursday, October 2, 2013, beginning at 5:00 pm, in the MHS cafeteria. 
This year’s inductees are: Mr. Johnny Gilmore Jr.; Dr. Karen Bryant Luckett;  Mr. Charles M. 
Dunagin Jr.; S.D. Lucas Jr.; Dr. Timothy M. Quinn; Mr. Johnny L. Vick, Jr. 
For more information about this year’s Gala, please contact Corneila Gayden at 601-730-0731. 

 

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/McCombSchoolDistrict 

http://www.facebook.com/McCombSchoolDistrict
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