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December Activities for Infants (Birth to 12 months)


December Activities for Toddlers (12 to 36 months)


December Activities for Preschoolers (36 months to 5 years)
PRESCHOOL SEWING
What you need: cardboard, magazine pictures, glue, hole punch, yarn or shoelace

What you do:  

· Have your child find a magazine picture that gets their attention.
· Cut the picture out and glue it on the cardboard. Trim the cardboard to fit the picture.  
· Punch holes around the outside of the picture. 
· Use the yarn or shoelace to “sew” the picture.
· Remember to have fun with your little one!
December Cooking Fun

FAMILY FUN TIME


Early Beginnings Resource Center

1520 Tucker Street

Pascagoula, MS 39567
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SUPER SATURDAYS CONTINUE!


Our next Super Saturday will be January 8, 2011 from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We will be learning about “Science and Engineering”.  There will be special preschool activity areas for you to enjoy with your little one!
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CHRISTMAS TREE


     One of the Christmas trees that will be on display in front of the Pascagoula Library was decorated by our area preschoolers!  There are decorations from each Pascagoula School District Kindergarten program, from Gautier and Pascagoula Child Care Centers, from Head Start and from Pascagoula Excel By 5.  Be sure to take your little one to see all the beautiful trees.





      Hours of Operation:





Monday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.





Preschool Story Time:


Jackson-George County Library System: Pascagoula Branch Every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.





Special Child Care Time at EBRC…call 938-6418 for details














Early Beginnings Resource Center


Toy Lending Library and Family Center


228.938.6418.





Kindergarten teachers from public, private and parochial schools in Pascagoula were surveyed to determine what were the most critical skills children needed for successful entry into kindergarten.  The skills they determined to be essential were:


Utilization of fine motor tools: pencils, crayons, scissors (Fiskars brand), glue


Familiarization with printed materials and literature: being read to, understanding that letters make sounds and words


Appropriate social behavior: being able to take turns, waiting for adult attention, sharing, following multi-step directions


Discipline: understanding appropriate behaviors and consequences for misbehavior


Time limits: shorter rest times and lunch times; completing tasks in a given time period


Transition from day care/home into more structured activities; learning to be more independent and responsible


Recognition of the alphabet and first name in print


Basic shape recognition: circle, square, triangle, rectangle


Lap reading skills (being read to sitting in a caregiver’s lap looking at a book)


Left to right progression of print material


Counting objects using one to one correspondence


Recognition of colors: primary (red, yellow, blue), secondary (green, orange, purple, brown), black and white





                         Critical Skills for Successful Entry into Kindergarten








Early Beginnings Newsletter


A Publication of the Pascagoula School District





volume 4	issue 5





�

















Employee News



































CREATING AN AWARENESS OF SOUNDS





  Even though your baby is still an infant, they are very aware of sounds. Use the following words as often as you can to help your infant explore sounds:





Babble, beat, blow, chant, clap, coo, cry, ears, giggle, hear, high, hum, instruments, laugh, loud, low, music, noise, pleasant, rattle, read, rhyme, scream, sing, soft, sounds, speak, splash, splish, squeak, stomp, tap, voice, whisper.





You will be surprised at the different reactions your infant will make!  Talk to your child about sounds, such as “When you chew a cracker, it makes a crunching sound.”  Remember to sing with your baby everyday.  Read books about sounds.  Here are some favorites:


Barnyard Banter by Denise Fleming


Moo-Baa-La, La, La by Sandra Boynton


Old McDonald Had A Farm by Rosanne Litzinger


Pudgy Book of Mother Goose Rhymes by Richard Walz


The Wheels on the Bus by Todd Smith


Remember to have fun!





DELICIOUS CLAY





Make clay from the following recipe: 





Mix together: 1 cup of peanut butter, 3 tablespoons of honey, 1 cup of nonfat powdered milk





Explore with your toddler all the different things to do with the clay:


Roll it into a ball


Squash the ball into their hands


Roll it into long skinny strips using the heel of their hands


Make a ball and poke eyes into it


Flatten it out and make a “pancake person”


Eat the clay for lunch!  Yummy!








REINDEER MUNCH MIX


If you have any leftovers, you may want to share with Santa’s reindeers!





What you need: measuring cups, large resealable plastic bag, 1 ½ cups puffed corn cereal, round toasted oat cereal, or crispy corn and rice cereal; 1 cup honey-roasted peanuts, ½ cup M&M’s or chewy fruit snacks, and ½ cup raisins





What to do:  Put the cereal, peanuts, fruit snacks/M&M’s, and raisins into the plastic bag.  Close the bag tightly. Shake well to mix.  Store mix in the plastic bag in a cool, dry place for up to 2 weeks.  Makes 3 ½ cups.  
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DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER:





December 3: Downtown for the Holidays, Downtown Pascagoula, 5-9 p.m.


December 4: Christmas Parade, Downtown Pascagoula, 6 p.m.


December 6-17: Story Time with Mrs. Santa, Scranton Nature Center, Call 938-6612 for more information 


December 9: Santa’s Calling, Have Santa call your child, Contact the Pascagoula Recreation Center at 938-2356 for more information.


December 10: Christmas Tree Lighting, Downtown Pascagoula


December 20-January 4: Pascagoula School District Christmas Vacation
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IMAGINATION LIBRARY ARRIVES IN PASCAGOULA





The Pascagoula Excel By 5 Coalition is delighted to announce the arrival of the “Imagination Library” in our area.  The “Imagination Library” is part of Dolly Parton and the Dollywood Foundation. 





Children that have been born after January 1, 2010 and reside in the zip code area 39567 or 39581 are eligible to participate.  Each child will receive one book monthly from their birth month until their fifth birthday at no cost to the family!  We have now registered over twenty-five children!  That is almost the size of two kindergarten classrooms.





For more information about this program or to register an eligible child, please call 938-6418.








