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‘Hancock Co. ‘Excel x 5 Mull;lphes Success

A revolutionary new
Hancock County
program gives local
students an early
educational boost

he most pivotal learning period
in a child’s life occurs from
birth until age five, and a new
program being implemented in
Hancock County intends to
make the most of those years, :

The first of its kind in the country,
Excel By 5 is a cutting-edge Mississippi
initiative to help educate children in their
most formative years, Hancock County is
well on its way to certification, a stringent
process requiring a close collaboration of

parents, educators, childcare professionals,

physicians, churches and social service
organizations.
Bob Clay is the Excel By 5 state sites

coordinator. To underscore the importance
of the program, Clay pointed out that a
newborn’s brain is about 25% the size of
an adult’s, but has grown to 90% of adult
size by age five.

Clay called the program a “community
grass-roots initiative that identifies issues
with children and ensures that they’re
ready for first grade.” The ultimate goal is
to create “child-friendly” communities,
which improve a child’s overall well-being
by age five. The program’s four-fold
approach integrates health, family and par-
ent support, community involvement, and
early care and education.

While participation in the program



Shooting for the Stars

ew schools in the country can
offer students the opportunity to
§ work with NASA to create hard-

ware for space vehicles or to

build underwater robots with
Naval scientists. Yet Hancock County has
discovered that being home to the unique
federal and commercial “city” of Stennis
Space Center (SSC), has many
extraordinary educational
advantages.

In a program called
HUNCH (High School
Students United with NASA to
Create Hardware), area high
school students design, fabri-
cate and make prototypes of
hardware and software models needed for
space. Collaborating with NASA engineers
and mentors, they also video conference
with HUNCH peers and NASA engineers
around the Southeast through Skype tech-
nology. Stennis education projects coordi-
nator, Cheryl Guilbeau, said that HUNCH
gives students real work-world experiences
and training, with the goal of inspiring

high-tech
opportunities

them to become scientists or engineers,

“The Hancock team is the largest group
we have in HUNCH,” Guilbeau said. “In
2010, they worked on equipment used on
the international space station. They were
the first group to complete their mini
“pocket” rocket and fire it on HUNCH
recognition day.”

The Naval Research

Stenms Spaoe Laboratory (NRL), located at

Stennis Space Center, also has

Center pI'OVIdeS an extensive educational out-

reach program and works with

both teachers and students in
Hancock and Bay-Waveland
school systems, as well as at
Qur Lady Academy and St.
Stanislaus, Partnering with the schools,
NRL has sponsored science camps and
teacher training. *“‘Seaperch” is another
NRL program which gives local students
ap opportunity to work with naval scien-
tists to build and operate underwater
robots. SSC Director Patrick Scheuermann
summed up the educational efforts. “The
community is so important to us, and we

: Ph courtesy St. Stanislaus
St. Stanilaus students test-dive their
Seapearch project robots in the pool.

continue to have a strong focus on outreach
efforts in the STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) fields to educate and
inspire our Mississippi students at every
level. We want them to know that if they
work hard, they can anticipate a great and
rewarding career right here at home at
Stennis Space Center.”

For a complete listing of educational
opportunities available through Stennis
Space Center, go to: www.nasa.gov/cen-
ters/stennis and click on “education”

For information on the Seaperch pro-
gram, see: www.seaperch.org
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