[image: image1.emf]


Contact:





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tel.

E-mail

PETAL BECOMES FIRST CERTIFIED EXCEL BY 5 COMMUNITY

Starkville, Mississippi – Petal, Mississippi will officially become the first certified Excel by 5 community in the state on Saturday, March 31, 2007 at the community’s celebration.  As one of four pilot sites, Petal will be recognized for its work to meet the required criteria to achieve certification as a “child-friendly” community.  

Excel by Excel by 5 is a new and especially innovative program that is designed to encourage and assist communities to become actively involved in supporting their young children. The first-of-its-kind, this program emphasizes the important role parents play in educating their children during their most formative years, birth to five.  The goal is to insure that children enter school with the skills they need to be successful in school and in life.

Funding from Chevron and the Phil Hardin Foundation was provided for work done in the pilot communities, including Petal, Cleveland, West Point and Pascagoula, through the National Center for Rural Early childhood Learning Initiatives at Mississippi State University.  
The city will receive their certification at a press conference at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 31, 2007 at the Petal Relay Park, directly behind the Petal Civic Center.  State and local officials will be on hand, as well as officials from the Chevron Corporation. Numerous activities for pre-school age children will be going on, lunch will be provided and parachutist will deliver the city’s official Excel by 5 flag.

AGENDA

Press Conference 

Petal Excel by 5 Certification

Saturday, March 31, 2007

11:00 a.m.

I. Welcome 
II. Remarks from Chevron Corporation Officials

III. Presentation of Certification

IV. Remarks from Mayor Carl Scott and Superintendent James Hutto

V. Remarks from State Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Hank Bounds

VI. Legislative Resolution from Representative Mike Lott

VII. Special Deliver of Petal’s Excel by 5 flag

